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CANADIANS SET TO OVERPAY THE GOVERNMENT THIS TAX SEASON 

Environics Research Group poll shows Canadians may not be claiming all possible 

credits on their tax return 

 

Calgary, Alberta – More than 50 percent of Canadians are unaware of new tax 

credits for 2006, according to a recent poll by Environics Research Group conducted 

on behalf of H&R Block Canada Inc. 

 

Only the GST cut and the Universal Child Care Benefit had double digit awareness 

with 28 percent and 17 percent, respectively. Other tax credits, such as the Canada 

Employment Credit, Public Transit Credit and Textbook Tax Credit, had less than 

five percent awareness. 

 

“The good news is that most Canadians will be able to claim new tax credits on their 

2006 tax returns,” explains Cleo Hamel, a senior tax analyst with H&R Block 

Canada Inc. “But more than 80 percent of full-time employed Canadians polled said 

they were not going to claim the Canada Employment Credit even though every 

Canadian who was employed at some point during 2006 is entitled to it. It means 

more than 11 million Canadians will be missing an easy deduction.” 

 

Other survey highlights include: 

 

� More than 50 percent of Canadians polled said there were either no new tax 

laws or did not know of any new tax laws. 

 

� More than 50 percent of Canadians do not expect the new tax law changes to 

result in an additional refund. Nearly 20 percent expected to receive about 

the same amount as last year. 

 

� Nearly one in three surveyed said they were going to consult with an advisor 

before doing their 2006 tax return to ensure they are taking advantage of the 

new tax credits. 

 

The Canadian Public Opinion Poll was conducted from September 18 – October 12, 

2006 and surveyed 2021 Canadians. 

 

About H&R Block Canada 

H&R Block Canada prepares nearly two million tax returns annually, making it 

Canada's leading tax preparation firm. Headquartered in Calgary, Alberta, the 



company serves Canadian taxpayers in more than 950 offices across the country. 

H&R Block Canada Inc. is a subsidiary of H&R Block, Inc., a diversified company 

with subsidiaries providing a wide range of financial products and services. 

Additional information about H&R Block Canada is available at 1-800-HRBLOCK or 

visit www.hrblock.ca for more tax tips. 
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For more information, please contact: 

 

Cleo Hamel     Tina Quelch 

Senior Tax Analyst    Calador Communications 

H&R Block Canada    (416) 925-6034 

(403) 254-8689 x 2274   tina@caladorcommunications.com 

cleo.hamel@hrblock.ca 

 


